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                    Compassionate,  ethical and humane pet professionals.
                  

        
                    Informed by Science, Guided by Empathy, Governed by Ethics
                  

                
                                        Join Today
                                                  Find a Pet Professional
                                                  Member Login
                            

              

    

  
    
    A key mission of the Pet Professional Guild is to build an international coalition of competent and ethical pet service professionals who can 
create widespread industry transparency regarding the use and purpose of commercially available pet training and care tools and equipment.
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                    Why Become A Member

                              PPG’s guiding principles provide a direct path forward for the industry while supporting professional autonomy, 
encouraging its members to approach training and care as they wish while working within PPG’s guiding principles.

                  

                
          
        

                        
                    
           
                        PPG is a great educational resource for pet owners

                        Pet owners are very important to us here at PPG. Our goal is to help pet owners provide the best life possible for their furry family members. Members focus on the pets and owners' physical, emotional, and behavioral welfare.


           

          

                    
           
                        compassionate, ethical and humane pet professionals 

                        PPG promotes the use of positive training methods, both personally and professionally, and holds that all training should be conducted in a manner that encourages pets and their owners to enjoy the process, leading to more confident and well-adjusted families.


           

          

                    
           
                        specific, measurable and forward-thinking

                        PPG members optimize the use of applied behavior analysis to systematically identify and resolve problem behaviors using the least aversive and intrusive training methods, tools and equipment.  The key focus is on ensuring pets are relaxed and happy during training and care procedures.


           

          

                    
           
                        members actively discourage using fear, force or pain 

                        PPG members actively recommend against the use of any training tools and equipment whose purpose or intent is to interrupt or redirect behavior using fear, force or pain. Overwhelming scientific evidence presented through our Position Statements supports our Guiding Principles.


           

          

                    
           
                        providing information at the forefront of science and ethics

                        PPG promotes scientifically researched methods of training and behavior modification that are the least intrusive and most effective, both to its members and the pet-owning community at large. 


           

          

                    
           
                        Informed by Science, Guided by Empathy, Governed by Ethics

                        PPG members are committed to demonstrating integrity, compassion and an uncompromising commitment to excellence in the care and support of clients and their pets.
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        Divisions

        Under each division, you will find some great resources, events, and other division-specific information and resources.


                	
            Canine Division
          
	
            Feline Division
          
	
            Equid Division
          
	
            Assistance Animal Division
          
	
            Shelter & Rescue Division
          
	
            Pet Care Division
          
	
            Regional Chapters
          


              

    

  

  


  
        The Pet Professional Guild Programs

            Members are eligible to join these programs at a substantial discount. Each of these programs has membership offerings.
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                    Pet Professional Accreditation Board
        

      

          

  




  
    Events

        
                      
          
    
    The Angel in the Details: Counseling Guardians With Dogs Who Are Fearful at the Vet with Kristi Benson

    May 7, 2024

    
      
      
        Webinar Description Dog guardians are becoming more and more aware of their dogs’ comfort—or lack of comfort—at the veterinary office. Although the [...]

      
    
    

  

  
    View Event
  



        

                      
          
    
    Learn The Mechanisms of Anxiety and Improve Your Training Programs with Alexandra Santos

    May 10, 2024

    
      
      
      Webinar Description Anxiety-related problems are on the rise, which calls for more expertise to be applied to the behavior modification programs designed to [...]

      
    
    

  

  
    View Event
  



        

                      
          
    
    If Behaviour’s The Answer, What’s The Question? Presented by Shay Kelly

    December 22, 2023

    
      
      
      On-Demand Webinar: Watch as soon as you register Webinar Description This webinar explores Tinbergen's four questions relating to the mechanism, survival value, development, [...]

      
    
    

  

  
    View Event
  



        

                      
          
    
    Crucial Cues Your Shelter Dogs, Volunteers & Adopters Should Know – ‘Sit’ Not Included with Leo Taylor

    March 6, 2024

    
      
      
      On-Demand Webinar: Watch as soon as you register Webinar Description Shelters often market dog volunteer positions as 'dog walking' opportunities but there's an [...]

      
    
    

  

  
    View Event
  



        

                      
          
    
    Playground, Not Battleground: Finding a Dog’s Perfect Playmate with  Jean Donaldson

    April 22, 2024

    
      
      
        Webinar Description Play can be a polarizing topic among dog behavior professionals, with points of view ranging from completely sequestering dogs from [...]

      
    
    

  

  
    View Event
  



        

                      
          
    
    Working Successfully with Clients. Presented by Irith Bloom

    December 22, 2023

    
      
      
      On-Demand Webinar: Watch as soon as you register Webinar Description One of the hardest parts of a pet trainer’s job can be getting [...]

      
    
    

  

  
    View Event
  



        

                      
          
    
    Learn Vagabonding With Your Friend, on a 6 Foot Leash”  Presented by Zuzanna(Zuzia)Kubica

    April 17, 2024

    
      
      
        Webinar Description Many urban clients have active dogs: Husky mixes, Australian Shepherds, and athletic Pitbull types… with limited access to off-leash areas. [...]

      
    
    

  

  
    View Event
  



        

                      
          
    
    If You Can’t Explain It Simply … Anthropomorphism Is NOT a Bad Word with Jean Donaldson

    April 8, 2024

    
      
      
        Webinar Description The downsides of anthropomorphism are real and, for the most part, well known to dog behavior professionals: ascribing morality to [...]

      
    
    

  

  
    View Event
  



        

                      
          
    
    Shelter & Rescue Division Membership Meetup – Shelter & Rescue Research with Dr. Lisa Gunter

    April 18, 2024

    
      
      
      After the live event this will be available to enjoy  on the PPG Podcast page. 

      
    
    

  

  
    View Event
  



        

                      
          
    
    April PPG Advocacy Panel –  Conversations About Compassionate Care & Connection

    April 17, 2024

    
      
      
      After the live event this will be available to enjoy  on the PPG Podcast page. 

      
    
    

  

  
    View Event
  



        

                      
          
    
    Teenage Dogs – Who Are They? Presented by  Barbara Hodel

    April 2, 2024

    
      
      
      Webinar Description Teenage dogs can be challenging but it doesn’t need to be hard. All dogs (and humans) must go through the teenage [...]

      
    
    

  

  
    View Event
  



        

                      
          
    
    June Feline Chat and Chuckle with Grace Taylor about  Collaborating with Cat Sitters

    June 21, 2024

    
      
      
        Member ONLY Registration. Non-Members Can Watch The Live Steam from The Pet Professional Guild Facebook Page Come and join Laura Cassiday and [...]

      
    
    

  

  
    View Event
  



        

                      
          
    
    May Feline Chat and Chuckle with Michelle Martiya about Working with Hybrid Cats

    May 10, 2024

    
      
      
        Member ONLY Registration. Non-Members Can Watch The Live Steam from The Pet Professional Guild Facebook Page Come and join Laura Cassiday and [...]

      
    
    

  

  
    View Event
  



        

                      
          
    
    April Feline Chat and Chuckle with Katlyn Grayson

    April 19, 2024

    
      
      
        Member ONLY Registration. Non-Members Can Watch The Live Steam from The Pet Professional Guild Facebook Page Come and join Laura Cassiday and [...]

      
    
    

  

  
    View Event
  



        

                      
          
    
    New Year New Mew: Your puuuurfectly lean dogs and cats.

    February 20, 2029

    
      
      
      Webinar Description Is your cat or dog more chunky than you'd like? Approximately 63% of cats and 59.3% of dogs worldwide are considered [...]

      
    
    

  

  
    View Event
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        Pet Professional Guild Corporate Partners

        
                  
        
                               
                  

        

      

                        
        
                               
                  

        

      

                        
        
                               
                  

        

      

                        
        
                               
                  

        

      

                        
        
                               
                  

        

      

                        
        
                               
                  

        

      

                        
        
                               
                  

        

      

                        
        
                               
                  

        

      

                        
        
                               
                  

        

      

                        
        
                               
                  

        

      

                        
        
                               
                  

        

      

                        
        
                               
                  

        

      

                        
        
                               
                  

        

      

                        
        
                               
                  

        

      

                        
        
                               
                  

        

      

                        
        
                               
                  

        

      

                        
        
                               
                  

        

      

                        
        
                               
                  

        

      

                

    
      Find a Corporate Partner
    

  


        
      

    

    
        
    
    
            High Praise From Our Members

                  Here are just a few of the many testimonials from our happy members.

                  
                
          
            

            
                            Don Hanson

                
                            The Pet Professional Guild website is a great resource for me and my employees. It is an excellent place to find well-written articles to help us in our jobs, with our pets, and with our clients' and students' pets. With contacts throughout the USA, it is also the first place I look when a client, friend, or family member asks me to refer them to a pet professional in their area. It is the only source I trust.



                          

          

        

                
          
            

            
                            Angel Rowe

                
                            What I enjoy most about being a member of the PPG are the amazing resources, strong membership support and most of all the strong code of ethics. I know and feel comfortable recommending PPG member trainers and behavior consultants because I know the welfare of the animal is important and the training methods utilized are ethical. It's an amazing community to be a part of and I enjoy being a member of the PPG Inclusivity Division, I think this is a small way to give back to the PPG.  I have gained so much from being a PPG member. PPG membership also allows me the ability to further connect with other trainers and behavior consultants from various backgrounds both culturally and professionally. It's an honor to be a member of both.



                          

          

        

                
          
            

            
                            Debbie Sheridan

                
                            I was lucky enough to hear Niki speak about her fabulous and amazing book one morning on Books Barks and Banter where I am an administrator.  Before that I never knew that there was a place for folks just like me. As a behavior consultant and a family dog mediator I want to change the world for the better for our 4 legged loved ones.  Here at PPG everyone feels this way. The welfare of the dog is always forefront and center.  Kindness is what it is all about and not only for our dogs but for each other as well. Here at the PPG, if you jump in you will instantly find yourself among friends.  The community is inclusive.  We are always excited and happy to welcome kindred hearts as we raise awareness about life from the dog’s perspective, how we can educate humans to understand and advocate for their companion animals. We are doing it.  I’m proud and honored to be a part of it all.



                          

          

        

                
          
            

            
                            Annie Phenix

                
                            I am a proud member of the Pet Professional Guild. The PPG is the only U.S. professional organization for dog trainers that has taken a public stand against the use of pain, force or fear in the industry. This organization is the only one that keeps current with modern science and what we know about dogs, what dogs need for a fulfilled life and how they learn. Dogs deserve to be trained by highly educated professionals who know how to help dog owners enjoy their pets in a way that never harms the human-canine bond. Owners can trust that members of the PPG have been vetted and they are who they say they are and they are capable of training without harming any animal.



                          

          

        

                
          
            

            
                            Ronda Warywoda

                
                            I just wanted to thank PPG for another webinar that hit it out of the park.  We are in a fairly isolated area and these webinars are wonderfully informative ways to get different perspectives and technique adjustments for a wide variety of subjects that would otherwise not be available. And by keeping them, for the most part, at approx an hour we have time to schedule the webinars into a busy day.  My dogs and cats thank you as do my clients and their dogs.  I am constantly learning and expanding my horizons



                          

          

        

                
          
            

            
                            Kelly Fahey

                
                            The PPG is a force free zone, all around. It's a great group composed of all force free professionals where you can come to find a professional, ask questions and receive assistance as well as participate in kind, respectful conversations. Everyone is willing to help each other. It's a community where when one succeeds, we all succeed



                          

          

        

                
          
            

            
                            April Lott

                
                            I feel extremely confident that the PPG promotes the best of the pet professionals and has amazing resources for enthusiasts and professionals alike. I have hope that this will become the front running organization in the animal world



                          

          

        

                
          
            

            
                            Lisa Matthews

                
                            Finally, an organization R+ trainers can be proud to be a part of and one who has no problem policing its ranks for high quality and consistency of the trainers it recommends.



                          

          

        

                
          
            

            
                            Niki Tudge

                
                            PPG provides a membership organization for humane, ethical and science based professionals. Everything PPG delivers is informed by the latest and most rigorous scientific studies. We are spreading the word through numerous educational programs, annual events, position papers and legislative efforts.



                          

          

        

                
          
            

            
                            Debra Millikan

                
                            To find an organization that is in step with my beliefs, ethics, and values is so refreshing.  PPG’s emphasis on continuing education and working with our co-learners (the animals with whom we work) to establish a relationship with them that is beneficial to all, and to animal welfare in particular, is invaluable.



                          

          

        

                
          
            

            
                            Samantha Blythe

                
                            So happy to have found PPG. Being part of a professional organization that shares my philosophy is really important to me. Love the programs and resources we haave access too. So pleased to find the credentialing also



                          

          

        

                
          
            

            
                            Theresa Kolpakova, M.Ed., ABCDT, AKC-CGC

                
                            I have been receiving referrals from the San Diego Humane Society (I live in SD) after they found me listed on PPG site. ♥️ I was so excited to learn that they are searching your site for trainers having in the past had several ‘balanced’ trainers in their mix. 

Thanks again for all you and the PPG team do to spread the word about positive reward and motivation and against shock and other corrective/aversive treatment touted used in the name of training.



                          

          

        

                
          
            

            
                
                          

          

        

              

      
        

      

          

  
  
    
    

    
      
                PPG members focus on the emotional, physical and environmental welfare of pets.
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Sign Up For Our Newsletter
And get our latest content in your inbox

    Invalid email address


Your information will never be shared


Thanks for subscribing!






Subscribe to Barks
And get our latest content in your inbox

    Invalid email address


Your information will never be shared


Thanks for subscribing!






Subscribe to Pets and Their People
And get our latest content in your inbox

    Invalid email address


Your information will never be shared


Thanks for subscribing!




  